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Sewer break with creek water 
infiltration in Soapstone Park (2020)

Fallen trees and eroding 
creek bank

Exposed sewer pipe and manholes
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PROJECT NEED AND BENEFITS
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Soapstone Valley Park Project
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ÁSoapstone stream restoration and trail rehabilitation
Á6,200 linear feet of sewer pipe rehabilitation
ÁRepair of two impaired stormwater outfalls

NPS Property Boundary
Limits of Disturbance (LOD)
Stormwater Outfalls



Why Now?

Á Protect human health and the environment

Å Deterioration ofthe sewerpipes 
causingsewage leaks (sevenrecorded sewer 
leaks/overflows since 2014, on average 
once/year)

Å Exposedpipes vulnerable to severe damage 
from fallingtrees, stones, and ongoing and 
potentially accelerating erosion

Å Increasing likelihood of major break that spills 
sewage into thecreek and park

Á Alternative is continued emergency repairs 

Å Have a much bigger footprint

Å Less opportunity for a thoughtful approach

Å Will not deliver full community benefits
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Project benefits include 
improving eroding Park trails 

event in sewer between Park Van Ness 



Benefits to the Community

Å Eliminates risk of major sewage spills into park

Å Ensures long-term, safe recreational use of a valued community asset

Å Formalizes Park trail and replaces invasive species with native species

Å Stabilizes creek channel to reduce erosion and reconnects to natural floodplain

Å Reduces unwanted odorsfrom sewers and manholes
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Before After

Upper Watts Branch located in Rockville, MD.


